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ATTACHMENT A

California Transportation Commission

APPROVAL OF THE 2018
ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND MITIGATION PROGRAM

Resolution G-19-08

WHEREAS, Streets and Highways Code Section 164.56 establishes the Environmental
Enhancement and Mitigation Program; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program provides funding
annually for environmental enhancement and mitigation projects which are directly or
indirectly related to the environmental impact of modifying existing transportation facilities
or for the design, construction or expansion of new transportation facilities; and

WHEREAS, the California Natural Resources Agency (Resources Agency) is charged with
evaluating proposals submitted for this program and providing a list of proposals
recommended for funding to the California Transportation Commission (Commission); and

WHEREAS, the Commission is responsible to award funding for proposals which are
included on the list prepared by the California Natural Resources Agency; and

WHEREAS, the Resources Agency has prepared a Projects Recommended for Funding list
totaling $6,918,250 for 12 projects, and that list has been reviewed by the Commission; and

WHEREAS, the funding available is from the following sources: $6,700,000 from the
Budget Act of 2018, and $218,950 of available unspent dollars from a project awarded with
prior year (2016) appropriations; and

WHEREAS, each project recommended for funding has provided the Resources Agency
evidence of CEQA compliance; and

WHEREAS, the CEQA Lead Agencies have determined that 11 of the 12 projects are
exempt from CEQA. A Notice of Determination was filed for the remaining one project.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission approves the 2018
Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program, as indicated in the Projects
Recommended for Funding list of projects (attached); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the intent of the Commission to allocate available
funds for these projects, and expects that the funds allocated will be expended on a timely
basis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for projects which include land acquisition, the
Commission encourages funding recipients to reduce overall project costs by exploring the
feasibility of acquiring easements rather than fee title when appropriate; and
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2.4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that due to the uniqueness of the individual projects in

this program, the Commission recommends the Resources Agency be especially diligent in
the on-site inspection and auditing of the projects included in this program.



Attachment B

ﬂlLIFORHIh GAVIN NEWSOM., Governor

m U WADE CROWFOOT, Secretary for Natural Resources
resources

AGENCY

January 28, 2019

Susan Bransen

Executive Director

Cdlifornia Transportation Commission
1120 N Street, MS 52

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Bransen:

As provided in Section 164.56 of the Streets and Highways Code, the Cadlifornia
Matural Resources Agency (Agency) has evaluated the 2018 Environmental
Enhancement and Mitigation program grant applications and have listed these
applications on the attached Recommended for Funding and Projects Not
Recommended for Funding Lists. Projects on the Recommended for Funding List
meets the statutory requirements and contribute to the mitigafion of the
environmental effects of transportation facilities.

Agency recommends that the projects on the Recommended for Funding List be
authorized to receive immediate funding. These recommendations were
determined by a mulfi-disciplined evaluation team that reviewed each
application and visited each site. The list contains 12 projects with a total value of
just under $7 million, which includes the 2018 appropriation of $6.7 million, with an
additional $218,250 in unspent dollars from a project awarded with a prior
appropriation.

If you have any questions about the recommended projects or the process used

to evaluate them, please call Carol Carter, EEM Coordinator, at (916) 651-7588 or
contact her by email at carol.carter@resources.ca.gov.

Silnf::erﬁ'.-lwr /
Wade Crowfo Q
Secretary for Natural Resources

Enclosures

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311, Sacramento, CA 95814 Ph. 916.8653.5656 Fax. 976.653.87102 http:dresources.ca.gov
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Attachment B

ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND MITIGATION GRANT - 2018 GRANT CYCLE
RECOMMENDATION

Approve grants for 12 projects totaling $6,918,250
BACKGROUND

Under Streets and Highways Code Section 164.56(a), the California Transportation Commission
(Commission) is charged with the responsibility of funding an annual Environmental Enhancement
and Mitigation (EEM) Program administered by the California Natural Resources Agency
(Agency) at the funding level provided in the State Budget.

The EEM Program awards grants to environmental enhancement and mitigation projects that
are directly or indirectly related to the environmental impact of modifying existing
transportation facilities or the design, construction, or expansion of new transportation facilities.

California Streets and Highways Code Section 164.56 (as amended in 2013, SB 99) provides for
grants to be awarded in three categories:

e Urban Forestry: Projects designed to offset vehicular emissions of carbon dioxide.

e Resource Lands: Acquisition or enhancement of resource lands to mitigate the loss of, or
the detriment to, resource lands lying within the right-of-way acquired for proposed
transportation improvements.

e Mitigation Projects Beyond the Scope of the Lead Agency: Projects to mitigate the impact
of proposed transportation facilities or to enhance the environment, where the ability to
effectuate the mitigation or enhancement measures is beyond the scope of the lead agency
responsible for assessing the environmental impact of the proposed transportation
improvement.

Agency is responsible for developing and adopting guidelines (procedures and criteria) and
determining eligibility, evaluating proposals, recommending projects for funding, and managing
grants post awards. Agency’s procedures and criteria contain a scoring mechanism to evaluate
projects by assigning point scores to each project. Projects making the initial cut are then visited
for further vetting. In accordance with the provisions of Section 187 and 188 of the Streets and
Highways Code, Agency attempts to allocate 40% of the total amount recommended to projects
in northern counties and 60% to projects in southern counties. The percentages vary slightly year
to year depending on the pool of applications and competitiveness.

AVAILABLE FUNDING

Funds are available from two appropriations totaling $6,918,250, including $6,700,000 from the
2018 appropriation and $218,250 in unspent dollars from a project awarded with the 2016
appropriation.

CEQA

Notice of Exemptions have been filed for 11 of the 12 projects recommended for funding. A Notice
of Determination was filed by the City of Hesperia for the remaining project.
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Attachment B

Applicant Project Name County Category| N/S Requested $

State Route 92/ElI Camino Real Interchange

San Mateo, City of Landscape Improvements San Mateo UF N $500,000.00

Santa Maria, City of Forestation of Enos Ranch Open Space Santa Barbara UF S $232,324.70
Bissett Ranch Conservation Easement

Sierra Foothill Conservancy Acquisition Phase 1 Mariposa RL N $809,963.50

Siskiyou Land Trust Bouvier Ranch Conservation Easement Siskiyou RL N $780,000.00

Sonoma Land Trust McCormick Ranch Acquisition Project Sonoma/Napa RL N $760,000.00
Strawberry Rock Redwood Forest

Trinidad Coastal Land Trust Easement Acquisition Humboldt RL N $600,000.00

Yucaipa, City of Wilson Creek Park San Bernardino UF S $492,250.00
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